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This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 
poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 
and graphics.  
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 
through the poster design process and answer your poster 
production questions. To view our template tutorials, go online 
to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 
 
When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com 
 
Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 
 
 
QU ICK  START 
 
Zoom in and out 
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level 
that is more comfortable to you.  
 Go to VIEW > ZOOM. 
 
Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 
and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 
provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 
text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 
change the size of your text.  
 






Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 
logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 
going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 
low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 
like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.   
 
TIP:  See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 
page. 
 
Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 
and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 
corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 








Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 
they will print well.  
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•  The implications of recent medical marijuana laws 
and their impact on youth are poorly understood. 
•  New research has shown teen perceptions of 
marijuana’s harmfulness are at their lowest levels 
in 20 years.  
•  It is unclear if these shifting perceptions will result 
in increased usage.   
Purpose 
To review trends in youth marijuana use among 9th 
grade students, by comparing U.S. with Maine 
averages over the past 20 years. 
 
Importance   
As marijuana gains increased visibility and medical 
value, the need to monitor current trends and rates 
continues to grow.   
 
Background 
Teen culture & perceived risk of marijuana use 
National trends indicate that youth marijuana use has 
been in steady decline since a high point in 1997, 
followed by a slight increase in recent years. Can this 
recent increase be an effect of medical marijuana 
regulation? 
A National View 
•  Trends in Maine mirror national patterns.  
•  The most recent estimates of youth marijuana use 
rates in Maine (13.9%) were considerably lower 
than the national average (18.0%).  
•  Perceived risk of usage has declined in recent 
years, which has been met with an increase in 
youth usage rates.   
 
A Local View Conclusions	  	  
•  When states consider legislative proposals to 
allow the medical use of marijuana, a concern is 
increase in illicit marijuana use among youth.  
 
•  The CDC-YRBS data indicate marijuana use has 
increased among 9th grade students in Maine 
since the state enacted its medical marijuana law.  
 
•  Comparing marijuana usage rates in Maine with 
national trends reveals a different scenario. 
 
•  Since the enactment of medical marijuana 
legislation, Maine youth usage rates have fallen 
below the national averages.  
 
•  With the data currently available it is difficult to 
accurately quantify the true impact of medical 
marijuana legislation on youth usage rates. 
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Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS) (2011). 
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Persons Aged 12 or Older in Maine, by Substate Region: Percentages, Annual 




•  Accurate and transparent data are needed to 
measure medical marijuana’s impact on American 
youth usage rates.  
•  It is vitally important to closely monitor youth 
usage trends in states with reformed marijuana 
legislation, in order to gain a clear picture of how 
these changes are effecting our nation’s youth. 
 
•  In the interest of public health, safety regulations 
should evolve along with, if not ahead of, 
marijuana legislation. 
 
How has regarding marijuana as a medicine, rather 
than an illicit substance, changed the way youth 
perceive risk associated with usage? 
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Trends in Youth Marijuana Use: Comparison of Maine and National Data  
1991	   1993	   1995	   1997	   1999	   2001	   2003	   2005	   2007	   2009	   2011	  
US	   10.1	   13.2	   20.9	   23.6	   21.7	   19.4	   18.5	   17.4	   14.7	   15.5	   18	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Figure 2: How marijuana usage relates to perceived risk 
Figure 3: Depiction of state marijuana regulations and national attitudes toward usage 
	  
Figure 4: Marijuana regulatory policy by state 
U.S. culture & attitude concerning medical 
marijuana 
Figure 5: Data collected from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,  
Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (CDC-YRBS) 
Figure 1: % of U.S. students reporting current marijuana use from 1973 to 2012 
Figure 6: Perceptions of Great Risk of Smoking Marijuana Once a Month among Persons 
Aged 12 or Older in Maine, by Substate Region: Percentages, Annual Averages Based 
on 2008, 2009, and 2010 NSDUHs 
   
How does Maine compare to the rest of the U.S.? 
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